Ideas for taking Papermaking to Children

Notes from: The Papermaker’s Companion  by Helen Hiebert, chapter 15, 

Children’s Projects

Suggests Gloria Zmolek Smith’s book Teaching Hand Papermaking: A Classroom Guide  
Helen’s experience has been that children ages 8 to 10 seem particularly fond of making paper.

Space set up:

It is ideal to have a sink in the classroom or at least nearby. Set up a limited number of vats and have children come up in small groups: one child forms a sheet, another lays a felt down, another waits to make the next sheet, and one helps the papermaker carry the sheet to the next station for decorating or pressing.


Having two or three vats on a table in the center of the room seems to work well. It is helpful to have one adult who is familiar with the process at each vat (they can come in a few minutes early for a briefing). Cover the tables with newspaper, and with plastic sheeting underneath if they need extra protection.

Breaking Down the  Papermaking Tasks

There are several steps in the papermaking process, so you can put different groups of children in charge of the various stages, rotating as each group takes a turn at making paper


Setting up: filling vats, arranging stations


Tearing and blending various fibers


Making name tags to identify sheets


Assisting with papermaking: laying the felt for couching, helping the papermaker carry the sheet to the next station


Pressing


Unloading the press


Setting sheets of paper out to dry


Doing water patrol and cleanup

She suggests to work “small” 5.5 by 8.5

Brings a blender to help with the pulp creation, although she reminds us of the issues of children, electricity and water.  Talks about having the children hand beat the pulp, as it uses up energy though it creates a lot of noise (make sure you know it’s ok with the neighbors), says she uses 1 x 2s with taped handles to prevent blisters and slivers

Moulds and Deckles

Tip: It can come in handy to put a “this side up” label on the mould so children know which way to hold the mould. It is common for beginners to form the sheet on the wrong side of the mould, which makes couching impossible.

Lists a whole variety of mould and deckle alternatives, I’ve seen most of them in the resource books I have: though the plastic needlepoint screen sounds like something to try.

Projects (beyond simple paper making)

Paper quilts

Accordion book

Making shaped sheets

Laminating and embedding 

